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[Omura Zakara, (Omura Cherrll Blossom)] a
Government-designated Natural Mbnument * Cherry tree on the ffont page
The irunicipal flovier of Omura City, Omura Zakura is characterized by its unique double-row petals, which look like two

layer$ of a double-floriirered Yaezakura variety. This unique cheny tree generally has 10 sepals (whilethe ordinary variety

has five) and 60 to 200 petals. lt is knourn ag one of the excellent'satozakura cultivars for its elegance

The Adventure
that is Ornura
About 400 yegs ago, Japans first Christian daim.yo (sam*rai feudal lord), Omura Sumitada, sent $ur boys to

faravray Europe, together with a grand ilream. Thereaftet the town fourished under the reign of the Omura

ilan as Japant first comgrunity that looked at the Jutside world. The castle town of Omurais now a city named

Omura that has inherited a rich set of cultural and historical assets and relics. It is its cultural and historical .

afluence that has made the city so unique and original.

@Nagasaki Kaido Omura Shuku Hina Doll Festival """:""""""""""""':""" Early March to ea$ Apil

OMitsubara Shuku flina Doll Fesrival

O Old Residence of Kusumoto Masataka Omura Hina Doll Festival """""' End of March tq early April

OO..,. 'FlowerFestival. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Qshakunage (Rhododendron) Festival 
" 

' 
. 

'"""'' Earlf 
.Alril 

to early May

ONodake New Festival """"""""""'r1"""";"" May 3 to 5

O-Ihkematsu Yukata Festival . . t  .  '  .  ' ; ;" ."". ' ." ." ' ) . ' . . . . . . . .- t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ."". ' luly

O O1,ura Nagoshi Fireworks Festival (Nagoshi Yoi Festival)

O.Om..,,"NagoshiMainFestival. . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . ; . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . ; . . . . . . . . . . .

l OUt. Hachimaki Higanbana (Spider Lily) Fescival End of September

O O-,tt" Castle Town Lantern Festival
- Buke Yashiki (Samurai Residences).in the tong Autumnal Night """" Early October .

OMatsu6ira Kunchi """""""""":""' Mid-November

ONodrk leke\falk ..-......-.-..-.-...-.-...- Mid-November

OT"t- Festival .'"""""""""""'r November

. OOmura Autumn Festival """"""""''"':""""' November

QHoyo Festival (Kuromaru Dance) """""-

OMatsubara Shuku Rediscor'.ry VAI Event """"""" """""' Februar y

O Nagasaki Kaido Omgra Domain Shukuba Festival """""" February t t

OOmura Ciw Thade and
Industry Piomotioh Association
Higashi-honmachi l-1,
Omura Ciry Nagasaki Prefecture 856-0831
TEL8cFAX: 09 57 -54- | 06r

OOmura Ciw
Tourist lnformation Center
'TEL&FAX: 09 57 -53 -6060

*Supported by Airport Environment
Improvement Foundatiofi

OTourism Promotfon Department, Omura City
Kushima l-25,
Omura City, Nagasaki Prefecture 856-8686
TEL: 0957-53-41 I 1 FAX: 0957-54-7 r35
http://www.omuranavi. j p/
mail: kankou@city.omura.lg.jp

tOOmura Gty Tourist Convention Association
Kushima l-45-3
Omura Ciry Nagasaki Prefecture 856-0834
TEL: 0957 -92-3605 FAX: 0957 -52-3652

<Major Events>



Castle Town Omura Four Colorful Seasons

There is a clump of rhododen-

drons from around the world by

the 30-m long waterfall, Urami

no taki, a little \it away from the

city center of Omura.

The top of Mt. Hachimaki, near

Nodake Lake becomes covered

with Spider Lilies wlien the sum-

mer heat fa{es and fall approach-

es. Cduplej with a 360 degree

panoramic view, the spider,lily-

covered mountain is an amazing

spectacle for visitors.

Qrur"d"dendron

Coupled with a panoramic view from the top, Mt. Machimaki is

decorated with colorful flowers of one million Spider,Lilies in

colors like red, white and cream,'around the end of September.

Stalls are set up during the festival to sell local products.

@ - @
As you walk along the path that leads from the Urami

no taki Natural Flower Park to ttle plunge basin of the

30 m hight waterfall, you can see a colorful mixture

of some 5,800 rhododendrons of about 4Q kinds

from all over the world from early April to early May.

Flower C.aleadar
[Omura Takara (national natural mqpument)l

Orpura Zakura is chqlacterized by its unique double-row petals, which loolc like
two layers of a double{lowered Yaezakura variety. Thisynique cherry tree gen-
erally has 10 sepals (while the ordinary variety has five) drfi 60 to 200 petals. lt is
known as one of the excellent satozakura varieties for its elegance and grace.s*a

QSpid"t Lily on Mt. Hdchimaki @ - @

Omura Zakura and Kushimb Zakura

03 | fl. Adventure that is Omura Guide Book The Adventure that  is  Ornura Guide Book 104



Firet Christiaa Deimyo: Omura Sumitada

Originally a member of the Arima clan, the ruling clan of Shimabara Domain that had the

.greatest power in Hizen Province, Omura Sumitada became the I 8th head of the Omura clan

as an adopted heir to the domain chiefdom. He opened a porr ar Yokoseura to starr trading

with the \fest in 1562. He built Sanjo Castle. Then, he opened nvo more porrs ar Fukuda

and Nagasaki to lay the foundation for the ciry of Nagasaki that now arrracrs visitors with its exoEatmosphere.

ln 1582, Sumitada together with two other Christian daimyo, Otomo Sorin and Arima Harunobu, senr the Tensho

Embassy to Romi,

The Tensho Embassy -went down in history for their great contriburions ro feudal Japan in the midst of the warring

period of this countrywith litde exchange with the \Tesrern world. Commitred to learning abour the unknown world

o[ Rome, the Embassy received a great welcome as an official emissary in various parts of Europe including Rome.

They stayed there for 8 years and 5 months and brought back Europe's adv:rnced technology and knowledge including

a printing preSs ro Jipan.

Japan's First Christian Daimyo: Omura Sumitada
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The Tragic History of Omura Christians Started in the Azuchi-Momoyama Period
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The Long History of Castle Town Omura

Omurawas the castle town of the Omurl Domain, with control of 27,000 koku (171,990 cubic feet), in Hizen

Province. The Omura clan was the daimyo family that continuously reigned over this area from the Middle Age until

the Meiji Restoration through the Edo period.

In the beginning, the clan's main site changed from the Omura Residence to Sanjo Castle. But in 1599, the first

domain chief Omura Yoshiaki constructed Kushima Castle at a site surrounded bv the sea on three sides.

"^"'':*'.'

'!7ith 
this, he constrffi fi1e,4treets inclgdingFffiiji Street that leads to the main gate of Kushima Castle and

which the residerqEd:ojqh".*",q9-S4ber;xnt the administrative buildings were built. Other srreers are

Uryakoii, j<oshoftojtiKffbakoji, and Holluiakoji, and"they are still flanked by heavy stone walls reminiscent of theUryako{i, F"'h.&?S5$fakoji, and }Totffie?.1, and"t}rey are sti

:u:te#lffi :T*::i$s"**-Tf"sforl';taka'.rocate<

roji, and lTotffiilioji,.and"tlrey are still flanked by heavy stone walls reminiscent of the

idcntepf Kusumoro Masataka, located in an alley going to Iwafune Buke Yashiki Srreer,
/ r "

- 4EtW;ifufrt 
ffi{rtrlnaitiofial 

archirecruial sryle of "buke yashiki" or "samurai's residence." "Five-colored walls,"

., , .fll".ty.*:1.:1 
idTf*ry.ryf1:,*o'e 

to this area, are 
:.,.n 

n... and there along those historical srreers.

:. 

- 
Tlpre {il+U1 

ryden ..<fic@ilr4'** tpjgt modern world. '

The Ornuqriphn qpnve(dd frqlg1€hri*ianiryxo'"Euddhism (Nichiren Sect) in compliance with the order of rhe
' 

Shqd{ddd6+e*#..i"ffitU*irth-ir.yrii'{ap6ts their family temple. The cemetery of the Omura clan, located,+-d.:'.*.i 
"6 .b"s,h T,'n"l..yo 

j i T.t

rF [Omura Castle Town] One-hour Stroll Gourse (see p. 2e or the Map]

fP Omut" Park - Onari-mon Gate of the Gokokan School ' Jail Slope - Old residence of Nakao

! !i nf oto;imeyaku - Ko$hokoji Street * Elder Counselor Inada Residence Site * Elder Counselor Asada Residence

i 3 Site ' Elder Counsdor Hario Residence Site - Omura City lchibanchi * Omura Park (Kushima Castle)
f I ! . .

t ' t tOrnura Castle Townl Two-houb Stroll Gourse (see p.2e orthe Map)

i 5 Orrr" Park * Onari-mon Gate of the Gokokan School r Jail Slope * Old residence of Nakao

f, $ ffrfoto;imeyaku * Koshokoji Street - Elder Counselor Inada Residence Site - Elder Counselor Asada
O 

f, Residence Site - Old Residence of Kusumoto Masataka * Garden of Former Enyu-ji Temple * Kusabakoii- 
Street * Elder Counselor Hario Residence Site * Omura City lchibanchi * Omura Park (Kushima Castl$

. No entrv is allowed to residences other than the Old Residence of Kusumoto Masataka

This is the garden of Enyu-ji Temple constructed by the fourth domain chief Suminaga in

1652. Designed in the "slone garden" style of the early days of the Edo period, the gar-

den uses a variety of stone combinations with over 400 stones along a slope stretching

some 50 m east-west. Reminiscent of the original grandeur of the garden, it also fea-

tures a gaidening concept that simulates a san-sui (mountain-water) landscape painting

with water flows simulated by white pebble stones and dry falls and flows created by us-

ing the natural topography.

in the grounds of the temple, has various sryles of pagodas including a

five-storied pagoda, kasatoba pagoda, ishitamaya, hoto pagoda, and

kakuto pagoda. The grandeur and excellence of their stone masonry is

very impressive. Such pomp is. generally understood as being a token of

the Omura clanb campliance with the cognate's official banning of

Christianiry. The castle town quarters are formed in the area from

Honkyo-jiTemple to Sanjo Castle, where scenes of the olden feudal days

sti l l  remain.

OOtt ot" Domain [,ords'Cemetery
in Honlcyo-jiTemple

' (national historic site)

e-@

O C"td.n of Former Enyu-ji Temple (national scenic beauty) @ - O
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Tht Nagasaki Kaido Highway was a route connecring Nagasaki

and Kokura in the Edo period. It provided information on rhe

foreign world that arrived a[ Nagasaki, Japint only door to

Europe.in self-isolated Japan, to Edo, the then c*pital bf Japan,
and sent Japanese information overseas.

The highway section in Omura Ciry spreads for 15 km in total,

apd along it were situated Omura Shuku ('thuku' is a posting

station in ancient times), where there was Honjin, an dicommo-

dadon faciliry for daimyosduring their travqt to and back from

Edo, and the Matgubara Shuku, whichhas a booming commu-

niry with many blacksmiths. Samurai residences, Shinto shrines,

Buddhist ,.-pi., and other historic and cultural propertiei srill 
'

rem3in along rhe highway. Suzuta Pass, located at the border of

todays Isahaya Ciry still maintains relics of the olden days and

has been choseruas one of theTop 100 Hjstoric Roads.

@ - @
. One of the 25 ancient stations along Nagasaki Kaido, it flourished as

an important base for land andsea transport for centuries. Black-
' smiths also gathered in this station, and raw steel was brought to this

station from Yasuki in Shimane Prefecture by ship in olden days.

@O-o". Shuku
In this major posting station were located the honjin, waki-honjin (auxiliary facilities for the honjin), gflard station, ekiba (toiyaba), notice
boad, messenger's residence, and maine guard stalion, lt prospered as a commercial center in the area{acing Omura Bay as the major
station forland and seatransport. lt continues to prospertoday as the area forms the central part of the city of Omura. The piclure on fie
left is an illustration placed in the lllustrated London News showing a scene ot tle 0mura Shuku near the end of the Edo period.

iyase Shuku
:  _ S e

- L  ^ < - - ^ {  o

Kitakata Ushizu Shuku
Shuku I

KurosakiShukttShuku d,
I I l izuka Shuku
I Yamae Shuku

Tashiro Shukut Shuku

Nakabaru Shuku
Shuku

-
Nagasaki Kaido
Highway
Kyushu's artery highway (kaido)
that connected Kokura and Naoa-

Shuku

Exhibitions of hina dolls and varying events are
annually held during the hina doll festival
period from early March to early April along the
Central Shopping Mall (Omura Shuku), Old
Residence of Kusumoto Masataka, andFormer
Matsuya Ryokan Inn (Matsubara Shuku).

ifor a length of 52 ri (one "ri" is
4 km) with 25 posting

Nagasaki
Eisho Shuku in the Edo oeriod. lt was

to facilitate smooth

of overs-eas information
that came tg-|6qasaki to Edo.

@wtatsubara Shuku

@ttitr" Doll Festival Shukir

{r

The Highway of Foreign Cultures - Nagasaki Kaido Highway

The Adventylhf,iTomu Guide  Book  l l 2



The Meij i  Reformation and Omura's Heroes InvolvedThe Meij i  Reformation and Omura's Heroes Involved

*
Edtrcation of children in the Omu-

ra Domain got off to an early start

when the Domain establi*red its

own school, Gokokan, in the 17th

century. The school produced

many brilliant people and they par-

ticularly played important roles be-

fore and after the Meiji Restoration

in 1868. Gokokan school was

unique because gf i,, rlrrpr..edent-

edly open pol icy for accepting not

only samurai but also farmers and

townsmen. A martial arts school

was also established to educate do-

main people .both intellectually

and physically.

Bri l l iant srudents who learned at

Gokokan school inelude Nagayo

Sensai, the founder ofJapant mod-

ern medicine, Kusumoto Masata-

ka, the chaiiman of the Hbuse of

Representatirnes, Nagaoka Hanta-

ro, the world-renowned physicist,

and Kuroita Katsumi, the founder

of Japans modern historical sci-

ence, 
'Watanabe 

Kiyoshi, who

played a major role in bringing

about the Meiji Restoration, was

among the 37 Pro-Imperialists of

Omura Domain, as well as Ishii

Fqdeko, the forerunner of woment

education and welfare for peoplg

with disabi l i t ies.

Q Bort of Ishii Fudeko@ - @

@Ota residence of Nagayo Sonsai
(mun ic ipa lh is to r ics i te )  " '  

@ . ,@

She was the trailblazer of modern Japan's

women education and welfare for people

with disab,it$r9s. This bust is located be-

side the Goselmcm Gate of.. Gokoken

along Honkoji Str6et. ft waS consiructed

as part of q f roject to commemorde the

greatpeople of Omura.tn 2002.

Recornmended four Courses
[Visiting Omura Heroes] Two-hours Drivetourselt ]- '. " 

",.

Airport (or JR Omura Station) * Omura Park * Gsseirnbfl Gate of
residence of Nagayo Sertsai * Former Nagaoka Hantaro ResiQence --t

Monuments of the 37 Pro-lmperialists * Airp<jh (or-JR Ornqfii Stalion) 
'

of the 37 lro-Imperialists

13 I  The Adventure that  is  Omura Guide Book Th. Adverrture that is Oinura'Guide Book I 14 j
I
)



Eternal Prayer for Peace Eternal Prayer for Peace
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Omura's Local Perform

Three dancEs, Suko Dance, Okita Dance and Kuro-

maru Dance, are believed to have been performed

in commemorarion of the victory of a campaign

'that gave the l6th head of the Omura Clan,

Sumikore, control of his original domain after six

years of banishment. Known as theThree Dances of

Kori, they are intangible cultural properties of the

prefecture. Of them, the Kuromaru Dance is char-

acterized by valiant, gorgpous but plaintive dancing

with dancers shouldering large flower wreaths mea-

suring almost 5 meters in diameter. It is believed

good fortune will come to those who pass under the

large flower wreaths.

The Omura Nagoshi Festival, held every year for

three days from August I to 3, is a joint ritual for

purification conducted in a total" of 25 Shinto

shrines in the city of Omura. Various events, joint

drum performances, and local performing arts are

held, with a variety of stalls set up for visitors. The

festival culminates in the Omura Ondo ("Omura

dance song") and So Odori Dance, and all citizens

participate to enjoy the festive mood. Large lantern

towers that stand in front ofJR Omura Station dur-

ing the festival period are an overwhelming sight

that is not to be missed. 
{

Omura's Local Performing Arts and Festivals

This festival is designed to advertise local performing

arts, local agricultural, fisheries and forestry products

of nature-rich Omura, local handicraft products, tour-

ist souvenirs, and many other local specialties and in-

dustrial products to as many people as possible.

@O-or"Autumn Festival
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Wonderful Relaxing Life of Omura in Fukushige, the Town of Fruits

O Coff"" Plantation (Nagasaki Suko Coffee parQ@ - @

You can find joy in spending leisure time in a

farming village in the Fukushige and Matsubara

area. V/hen you get off the Omura Interchange

and go northward along Rainbow Road, you will

see a signboard saying "Fukushige, the Town of

Fruits." In the neighborhood, we can enjoy grape

and pearpicking from mid-August to around Oc-

tober and strawberry picking from December to

M"y.

Other tourism-related facilities include Japant

first coffee plantation, a hands-on farming village

familiarization faciliry local agriculrural product

store, and farming village restaurant, all of which

help you enjoy awonderful relaxing life.

@Strawberry
Picking

You can pick strawbenies and

eat them then and there. A pop-

ular strawberry cultivar Naga-
saki Toyonoka, which has many
fans in urban areas, features

big fruit and a sweefsour aro-
ma. lt is available on the market
from December to May.

o-o

Japan's first coffee plantation. Pure white flowers are in bloom from the end of

April to September. Coffee beans turn very red inil 0 months, ready for harvest.

Adult trees of coffee as well as other tropical trees such as banana, papaya,

and bougainvillea create a tropical atmosphere all year round in the park.

O U*a"-on Farming Village Facility
(Omura Yume Farm "Shushu")

@-o

This festiv$ is held every year for three days from May 3 to

5 at Rosa Mota Square in Nodake-ko Park that commands

a panoramic view of Omura City and Omura Bay. Various

events are planned and held there, including sale of local
products and sampling the first tea of the season.

home cooked food at Suzuta Pass

ffi -il.-

Qf*"*ittgWage Resteurant (n - O-
($uzuta Pass Ya.cho-no-mori Resaurant)

In this facility designed to promote exchange with the farming culture,

visitors can enjoy a homemade bread shop, handmade ice cream
stand, barbecue house, and farm and farmers' market. Practical field

classes and fresh strawberry picking are also available.

A blfiet-style restaurant that offen local dish€6 containing frssh local
vegtables. Ihe menu includeghome cuisine using'plenty of locally
prcduced fresh vegetables and Omura's local cuisine using shiroae
(vegetables marinated in drained tofu seasoned with salt and a pinch

o'f sugar) and nigomi (cooked mixture of vEelables and many ottcr in-
giredients). Fresh agricultural products are also sold in this restaurant.

ONodrk" Tea Festival
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Enjoy the Wonderful Nature of Nodakeko Park and Omura

Q I.hiig"rhi (Quercus gilva)
Natural Forest
(national natural monument)

o-o
This natural forest spreads over a soft-sloping

hill, about 200 to 300 m above sea level, at the

foot of the Tara Mountain Range. A variety of

trees thickly grow to form vast woodland, with

lchiigashi, a national natural monument and

the city tree, as the core attraction.

o-o
The valley has vaious attractions including river activities, day dreaming in

the woods in summer and beautiful autumnal leaves in the fall as well as rare

alpineflora and mountain riverfishing. The valley is popularwi'th clirtibers and

campen inthe high season. Recreational facilities are also available including

minshuku inns, camping areas, bungalows, and Kori River Sabo Park.

The Omura clan focused on foreetry, and

actively planted trees. The cedar and

Asunaro tree ffhujopsis) Forest Reserve,

which expands 3 km eastward, are old

Omura clan trees around 240 vears old.

Ouia"t" Observatory o-e
A breath-taking point to view Omura Bay, on which Naga-

saki Airport is located, the city of lsahaya, and Unzen. Also
popular as a spot for viewing the colorful setting sun.

OKotohira S\y Park @ - @

A natural park located 333 m above sea level, Kotohira Sky Park commands a pan-

oramic view of the city of Omura with the Tara Mountains in the background, Omura

Bay with Nagasaki Airport afloat in the sea, Unzen and Saikai Bridge' lts features in-

clude an observatory, cherry tree path with 999 steps, a 99.9 m long roller slider,

putter golf course and grass sleighing. lt is also a groat spot for paraglider fans.

l
)

@K.yo" cedar
(Kori River Sabo Park and Campsite)

Nodake-ko Park is a beautiful scenic site in Taradake

Prefectural Park. It is an artificial lake with a

circumference of 4 km, constructed using the private

money of Fukazawa Gidayu, a great merchant who

made a fortune catching whales in the Edo days. The

neighborhood around this lake is an excellent

mountain-surrounded recreation spot with various

athletic attractions such as camping, cycling and

pedal boating.

Kuroki Valley is also a scenic spot upstream of the

Kori River that runs into Omura Bay. As you pass

Kayaze Dam, you go into the mountains ofThra that

offer mountain climbing courses and camping sites.
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Matsuraba sickles and cooking knives are highly valued for their

excellent edge, durabiliry and long service life. This traditional

handicraft started when descendants of masrer swordsmiths

from the Heike clan who settled in Matsubara started making

crescent-shaped sickles ar rhe requesr offarmers about 500 years

ago. Reputed as masterpiece work, these sickles are characterized

by using a special process to prevent edge nicks in which steel is

placed at the cenrer of the sickle, their original iron color with-

out polishing, and rhe use of manual work in all processes.

Nagayo Sansai had been known as legendary sansai (ceramics

using three intermingled colors for decoration).

The potters of the Shuzan Kiln revived the ancient style of sansei

ceramic art. Three kinds of glazes, green, brown and yellow, are

fused together to create a wonderful glitter of multi-color tex-

ture. It would be wonderful to have one of these at home.

esansai'Ware

The pearls of Omura Bay have a long history.

They have been cultivated under the serene

waves oFOmura Bay fo r  cen tur ies .

Catching or cultivating pearls has been con-

ducted in Omura Bay for many centuries.

Formerly the Japanese governmentt pearl re-

search institute was located in the city. Now

pearls are processed as Omura's specialty

products and st i l l  please people with their

high quality and elaborate decorative value.

Frr.rrriErr\)*7lrl

Refined Skills and Arts of Omura Craftsmen
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tilflith Omura Zushi as one of the representative dishes,

Omurds proud local dishes are the blessings of nature,

products from mountains and the sea.

Omura Zushi, a special sushi dish unique ro Omura, has a long history. Back in the warring days, war lord Sumikore lost

a war, and deprived ofiis feud he wandered for ye.arSlFlb staged a comeback and regained his original feud. Residents in

the feud.hurriedly'1n;dde some"loshf zushi'l t." cele.b,raf6 their rulert victory. "Oshi zushi" is a rype of sushi made of

vinegargd stea-..{r:g..10-dtvarious ingredien"K-prished together in a box and pressed as a quickly prepared rype of sushi. It

is said ttrg$l r&ru:oi soliiiers oS'stSnikore cutoshi zushi cakes into square pieces with their short swords and ate them.

$Ahiftls unique.about Cmul.at peanurs is that peanuts are boiled with their pods on. Popularly called "Yude Pea," Omurat

bolled peanuts are an.indispensable food for Omura people.

A variery oF maiineBroducs, including iidako {oeg_llated octopus), shako (mantis shrimp), and namako (sea cucumber),

grown and caughr in the gentle-waves of Omura Bctfia agricultural products grown in the rich natural environment are

ess en ti il foijt ih3redi e n ts for ; !qp2l d i shes.

Q O-*" City Tourist Information Center O - @

Localed in frcnt of JR omura Shtion, the Center povida s[htseeing infomation mainly in the
urban area ol th city.'R ston seltlrq tocat goOucts is also located in tre facility. Please drop in..
.Ooen from 9:00 to 18:00

Omura is the place where Japan's first
motor boat race was held in 1952. This
boat race course has a memorial hall in
commemoration of its status as the
birthplace of Japan's boat race on its
grounds. The features of this facility in-
clude Women-only seating, Kids play

area, and a food court including Sasebo
Burger shop. lt is a popular recreational
spot also for family holidaymakers.

@ Boat Race Omu"a@ - @

Onxna Bay
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Area Map Area Map
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